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ith so many fun things to do and exciting places 
Q visit, you can have your own personal adventure 
riding the train. So come along with us and explore 
all the reasons kids love taking trips on Amtrake trains. 


Trains have lots of different 
cars for different purposes 
and for carrying lots of 
people. Here are some 
really neat facts about 
Amtrak® trains that 
may surprise you. 


Amtrak passenger cars are about 85 feet long. That’s about the 
length of six automobiles. And over 250 Amtrak passenger trains. 
travel in the U.S. every day. 


Trains can go over rivers, through ' 

mountains and real close to all 

ag of places that cars can’t 
~~ go because there 


are no roads. 


Trains have speed 
limits just like cars. 
They usually travel at 
a top speed of 79 miles 
per hour but can go 
as fast as 150 miles 
per hour in the north- 
eastern United States. 


In Sleeping Cars, seats fold 
down into beds at night and 
you can climb a ladder to 
| the top bunk. 
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Things were very. busy.on the Island of Sodor. Sir Topham Hatt 
was away on vacation, and all the engines were doing their best'to 
be Really Useful. 

But Thomas the Tank Engine did not feel useful at all. 
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James teased Thomas for bumping into the buffer 
Gordon scolded Thomas for being late. 
They made Thomas feel unimportant. 


“Important is big,” Gordon told Thomas. “And we are big S 
engines. You are small.” 
“Bossy sprockets!” grumbled Thomas. “T’ll show them,’ 
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Two nasty diesels made fun of Thomas. 
“Let’s start laughing now!” they said. And they did. 
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Thomas was determined to prove that little engines could be 
Really Useful, too. That night, Thomas was right on time doing his 
mail route. 


He even comforted Percy, who felt bad for being late. 


The next morning, Thomas saw Henry looking glum. 
“Morning, Henry,” peeped Thomas. “What’s the matter?” 
“‘T’ve got boiler ache,” Henry told him. 


Thomas offered to fetch some special coal for Henry. 

“Thank you, Thomas,” said Henry. “Special coal will make me 
feel much better.” 

Thomas smiled and puffed away, feeling Really Useful indeed. 


Near a set of old buffers, Thomas set to work collecting the coal 
cars. But the last car was not coupled properly. 

Thomas didn’t notice the coal car sliding quietly backward. He 
didn’t notice it mysteriously disappearing through the old buffers. It 
wasn’t until later that Thomas realized the coal car was missing. 
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“I was up near the buffers when the last coal car disappeared,” 
Thomas told Percy. 


Percy got very excited. “Maybe those buffers are the entrance to 
the Magic Railroad!” he cried. 


The engines had heard the legend of the Magic Railroad and of 
the beautiful golden engine called Lady, who gave the railroad its 
magic power. Lady had disappeared long ago, and the Magic 
Railroad had disappeared with her. 

“Percy, you are clever!” Thomas exclaimed, and hurried away. 


Thomas steamed back to the old buffers. He knew that bringing 
Lady back would be Really Useful. But he was nervous, too. 

“What if I go on the Magic Railroad and my wheels don’t work?” 
thought Thomas. “What if it’s dark?” 


But Thomas kept going. 
He reached the old buffers...and passed right through! 


Lady had not run in many years. But with the help of the special 
coal from the Island of Sodor, she was soon steaming again. 


, As Lady moved along, her lovely, happy face was revealed once 
more. The rails became cleaydi@Goldenjand beautiful shavings 


Thomas followed Lady back through the buffers. 
With a roar, the two little engines burst onto the Island of Sodor. 
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“Hooray for Thomas!” the engines cheered. 


Lady was back, and the Magic Railroad would run once again. 
“You see?” said Thomas. “Little engines can do big things.” 


Amtrak: 


moving around, there’s 
_ plenty to do and plenty 
of people to meet on | 
the train. You can visit } 
| different cars and say 

| hello to the conductor. = 
Each conductor hasa_ | 
unique ticket punch 
design for punching 
tickets. 


| In the Coach Car, 

- you can color in your 
Amtrak® coloring book, 
| play checkers, and 


™ meet other kids travel- 


Bing on the train. 


In the Sightseer Lounge 
Car, you can take photos | 
of allthe things you | 
| see through the big 
windows. It’s also a 
| fun place to watch 
| cartoons or movies, 
| snack on cookies and 
milk, and just hang 
out with your friends. 


® And in the Dining Car, 
you can eat with your 
_ family at a big table, 
have special kids’ 
meals, and enjoy a 
delicious dessert. 


If your parents would like more 
information on Amtrak trains or 
vacation destinations, they can call 
their travel agent, 1-800-USA-RAIL 

wo Visit www.amtrak com. 
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